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In early November we began to design a Wirral YFC Christmas Card to send to all our supporters thanking 
them for their generosity and wishing them a Happy Christmas. As we began to chat about potential designs 
one of the volunteer workers made a great point, “As a supporter I don't really want you to spend anything 
on sending me a Christmas card!” She went on to share that she already knew how grateful we were for her 
support and that rather than spending money on a Christmas card we should focus our spending on the 
mission and on informing supporters so they can pray. I think she was right; our desire has always been to 
channel as many resources as possible towards frontline youth work and so please be encouraged rather 
than  offended that there will be no Christmas card from us this year. We do however wish you a very happy 
Christmas and we hope you have a truly blessed new year! Thank you for supporting us and as you read on 
please join with us as we celebrate the amazing things that God is doing with young people in Wirral. 
 
 
Martin Dickson, Director 
 

Missional Leadership Course  
Rob Pitts 
 

As part of my training with Wirral Youth For Christ I have been invited to join a national Christian leadership 
course called the Missional Leadership Scheme (MLS). MLS is designed to stretch, challenge and develop my 
leadership skills.  It comprises of four residential gatherings throughout the year which are facilitated by 
experienced leaders including Roy Crowne, Mike Pilavachi and Jill Garrett who was the CEO of Gallup.  
 

In between gatherings there are a number of tasks, book reviews and character studies to work on. The first 
ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƳŜΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ Lǘ ƛǎ Ψмм LƴŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŀōƭŜ 
wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘΩ ōȅ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ {ǿŜŜǘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ   
So far the course has been very encouraging and I have gained a lot from 
hearing advice and inspirational stories from the leaders. There are 11 
others on the course and they are all in similar situations to my own with 
Wirral YFC; being able to spend time chatting with them has been very 
helpful. 

Schools Work 
Sarah Hockley 
 

You will read in other parts of our newsletter about the amazing things 
that are happening with Catalyst, Romance Academy and our other 
projects but it is schools work that remains our main focus. This term 
has been particularly exciting because more schools have been 
requesting more lessons. Although our staff team is only made up of 4 
people, we now have regular input in 21 schools in Wirral. This could 
not happen without the many full time and part time volunteers and 
local church members who work alongside us and before moving on 
we would like to thank all of those who have played their part this 
year. 
 

There is so much going on that it would be hard to tell you it all 
without writing a small book. We thought it would be good to give you 
just a little insight here by way of some news on our Pulse Groups and 
ƻǳǊ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΧΦ  Continued on back page 



Catalyst Youth Summit: 28th-30th Oct 2010 
Martin Dickson 
 

I believe that every young person in Wirral has the potential to have a massively 
positive effect on the area in which they live, the school they attend and the people 
they meet. I also believe that we; you and I, must encourage and equip them to do so as 
best we can.  
 

In line with this belief we are working alongside a number of local youth leaders on an inspirational Youth 
Summit for October 2010 using the fabulous new Wirral Christian Centre building on Woodchurch Road. 
Groups will be encouraged to stay over at the centre thus building much needed links between the young 
people and those who attend will be given the opportunity to take part in numerous workshops, teaching 
sessions, times of worship and prayer, evangelism and social action.   
 

Our desire is to see young people standing firm in their faith and challenging their friends to do the same. If 
you share this desire and you lead a youth group please do keep an eye out for further details and do 
consider bringing your young people along in October next year.  
 

Next three dates for the monthly Catalyst gatherings: 

17th January - 8pm at Jireh in Bebington 
21st February - 8pm at St Michael and All Angels in Newton  

21st March - 8pm at St Lukes in Hoylake  

More details available at www.catalyst4wirral.com 

Inter-group Sports & Creative Arts Day 
We are currently exploring the possibility of running an Inter-group Creative Arts 
and Sports Day on the 22nd May 2010 at Barnstondale Camp. The hope is that this 
will provide an opportunity for young people from different groups to meet each 
other and take part in various sports, creative arts and outdoor pursuits activities. 
 

If we go ahead the day will include a lads 5-a-side football tournament, a girls 
netball tournament, mixed hockey tournament, pool tournament, table tennis 
tournament, singing competition, Bible monologue competition, dance workshops, 
climbing & abseiling wall, worship leading/music workshop, film/media workshop, 
ŀŘǾƛŎŜκvϧ! ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƭŀŘǎ ϧ ƎƛǊƭǎΧ!ƭƭ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ 
evening of entertainment with an evangelistic message and an opportunity to 
respond. 
  

The day has some high costs which we intend to offset with a funding bid if possible 
but we need to gauge interest before we can do this.  

Please let us know if you would consider bringing some young people 

NEXT COURSE SOON 
After the massive success of our pilot Worship Academy 
earlier in the year we have decided to run the first full 8 
week Worship Academy from January through to March 
2010. Places are limited so if you or your young people 
are interested please contact Sarah at the WYFC office 
or by emailing sarah@wirralyfc.org.uk. More 
information is available by calling the Wirral YFC office 
and by visiting www.wirralyfc.org.uk/worship. 

mailto:sarah@wirralyfc.org.uk


Romance Academy Update 
Zoe Povall 
 

Romance Academy is a project designed to help young people get to 
the heart of who they are and to give them Godly advice on love, life 
and relationships. Each of the weekly sessions  provides mentoring and 
biblical teaching on a number of  distinct topics including building and 
managing healthy relationships, the importance of considering waiting 
ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜȄΣ ƭƻǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜΣ ŘǊǳƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭΣ {¢LΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
pregnancy, self esteem and body image, touch and intimacy and 
coping with peer pressure.  
 

“MANY YOUTH LEADERS TELL ME THAT THEY STRUGGLE TO 
CHAT ABOUT SEX AND RELATIONSHIPS WITH THEIR 
TEENAGERS. THE GREAT THING ABOUT ROMANCE ACADEMY 
IS THAT WE CAN HELP THEM BY RUNNING A ROMANCE 
ACADEMY WITH THEIR GROUP” 

 

We have just finished running our second Romance Academy  here in 
Wirral and it has been a great success. Ten young people took part  this 
time and  all ten completed the full 3 month course and graduated 
which is an amazing statistic in youth work. When asked if the 
Romance Academy had made a difference to their lives the resounding 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿŀǎ ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέΦ !ǎ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭŀŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΥ  

 

“I CANNOT BELIEVE HOW MUCH MY BELIEFS ABOUT SEX HAVE 
CHANGED. I JUST THOUGHT THAT YOU SHOULD DO IT AS 
QUICK AS YOU CAN, ALMOST LIKE A COMPETITION. NOW I 
WANT TO WAIT.”  

 

Many of the young people said at the end of the course that they had 
learned what it means to respect themselves  and what it means to 
know that there is a God who actually cares what they do with their 
lives. For more of their answers have a look at the videos at: 
 

www.wirralyfc.org.uk/romance 
 

One of the highlights of the course for the young people is the 
weekend away. This time 13 of us visited the outdoor pursuits centre 
at Colemendy in November and took part in some daring activities 
including the 3G swing! Safe in helmet and harness, the rip cord is 
released and the rider is exposed to a force 3 times that of gravity as 
they fall into an exhilarating pendulum back and forth through the 
forest. The 3G swing and other activities all play their part in helping 
the young people conquer their fears. As a result a sense of 
ΨǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊƴŜǎǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ the young people begin to create 
an open environment for themselves where they can talk about issues 
that otherwise may be hard to discuss.  

Above: Zoe braving the 3G swing.  
Below: Young people from the latest course 

and their Romance Academy Mentors. 

Next RA Course starting soon!!! 
The next Romance Academy Course starts  on Thursday 14th January 
and runs until Thursday 25th March. Sessions are 5–7pm at the Hope 

Centre Fishers Lane, Pensby. If you or somebody you know would 
benefit from being part of the next course please contact Zoe Povall 

at the Wirral YFC office or email zoe@wirralyfc.org.uk. 



 

 

Schools Work  
Continued from front page... 
This only scratches the surface and we welcome you to get in touch if you would 
like any more information about a particular school or an aspect of our schools 
work. 
 

Pulse: ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǿŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 
aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ό¦//Cύ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ 
with and so this September we worked hard to re-brand all our Christian 
¦ƴƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ΨtǳƭǎŜ DǊƻǳǇǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴǾƛƎƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
name and brand and to approach them more strategically. Rather than 
ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ /¦Ωǎ ŘƻǘǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǊǊŀƭ  ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ 
independent groups we decided to group them into 3 specific Pulse 
ǎǘȅƭŜǎΣ ΨtǊŀȅŜǊΩΣ ΨhǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
and to begin bringing the members together for style specific events. 

 

The greatest outcome is that this new strategy enables more 
churches to get involved and thus provides more opportunity 
for young people to integrate into a local church youth group 
if they so desire. If you are part of a local church that wishes 
to invest in a local secondary school please do get in touch.  
 

The new strategy has worked very well. The groups have 
certainly been re-inspired and in all schools numbers 
attending have grown significantly (from 5 to 40 in 8 weeks at 
one school). This has been very exciting and we are expecting 
large numbers at a Pulse Central event which has been 
designed by West Wirral youth workers to celebrate the 
success of Pulse discipleship groups particularly in their area. 
 

Lessons : We have been delivering lessons on all sort of topics and themes in the first term this year. Rob 
has been teaching an 8 week series of science and faith sessions in South Wirral High, Zoe has been teaching 
ƻƴ ΨDƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ {ŜȄ ŀƴŘ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΩ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘƛƴ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
delivering 6th Form Core RE in Hilbre and Pensby Boys respectively.  
 

We have a duty to the schools we attend to teach curriculum fulfilling lessons and to provide the pupils with 
the appropriate information and knowledge. However, we also have a duty to provide so much more than 
simply information. It is an amazing privilege then to know that whilst delivering top quality schools lessons 
the penny does drop so to speak. Only last week Martin was interrupted by a young man who announced to 
the class that he was extremely grateful because Martin had completely changed his perspective on life and 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨǎŀǾŜŘΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŦŜǿ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ ŀ пл ƳƛƴǳǘŜ vϧ! ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ 
Martin was able to describe his faith, the problem of sin and the huge significance of Jesus, all in response to 
the probing questions being asked not only by the pupils but also by the teacher. In response to another 
recent piece of work one pupil who was introduced to Jesus Christ stated on his Facebook page:  

“These people (Wirral YFC) have changed my life!” 

Wirral Youth for Christ 
128 Claughton Road,  

Birkenhead, Wirral, CH41 6EH 

office@wirralyfc.org.uk    0151 647 8400   www.wirralyfc.org.uk 

TAKING GOOD NEWS RELEVANTLY TO EVERY YOUNG PERSON IN WIRRAL 


